6/13/2024 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 2024-118/4-9

To:  Airport Manager, Dallas Love Field Airport (DAL), TX, FAA (AAS-1, ATM 2115976
D10 TRACON)

Info:  FAA (AAS-300, AVP-1, AVP-200, AJI-144, ATM DAL Tower, AJV-A, ASW-600, AFS
-260, AFS-200, Director of Air Traffic Operations CSA, Runway Safety Team), A4A,
AAAE, ALPA, AOPA, APA, ASAP, CAPA, ATSAP, ATSG, IATA, IBT, ICAO, ICASS,
IFALPA, IPA, NATCA, NBAA, NTSB, RAA, SWAPA

From: Becky L. Hooey, Director
NASA Aviation Safety Reporting System

Re: DAL Runway 13L Approach Light System Concerns

We recently received ASRS reports describing a safety concern that may involve your area of
operational responsibility. We do not have sufficient details to assess either the factual accuracy or
possible gravity of the report. It is our policy to relay the reported information to the appropriate
authority for evaluation and any necessary follow-up. We feel you should be aware of the enclosed
deidentified report.

To properly assess the usefulness of our alert message service, we would appreciate it if
you would take the time to give us your feedback on the value of the information that we
have provided. Please contact Dr. Becky Hooey at (408) 541-2854 or email at
becky.l.hooey@nasa.gov.

Aviation Safety Reporting System
P.O. Box 189 | Moffett Field, CA | 94035-0189




ACN 2115976

DATE / TIME

Date of Occurrence 202404

Local Time Of Day 0601 to 1200

PLACE

Locale DAL.Airport

State TX

Altitude - AGL 100

ENVIRONMENT

Flight Conditions IMC

AIRCRAFT / EQUIPMENT X

ATC / Advisory - Tower DAL

Make Model Name Commercial Fixed Wing

Operating Under FAR Part 121

PERSON 1

Function - Flight Crew Captain

Function - Flight Crew Pilot Flying

ASRS Report Number 2115976

EVENTS

Anomaly Deviation / Discrepancy - Procedural - Published
Material / Policy

Anomaly Ground Event / Encounter - Ground Equipment Issue

Anomaly Inflight Event / Encounter - Weather / Turbulence

Detector - Person Flight Crew

Result - Flight Crew Executed Go Around / Missed Approach

NARRATIVE 1

Insufficient airport runway lighting system to land from a CAT Il SA (Special Authorization) approach. DAL
Airport was reporting fog with an RVR of 2200. We were cleared the SA CAT Il approach for Runway 13L; mins
for this approach are RVR 12/X/3. Briefings and the approach were nominal. Reaching the RA DH of 144 ft.
(100 ft. AGL) we couldn't see the runway environment, despite the RVR of 2200, almost twice the mins
required for the approach. Executed a go-around and was vectored for another attempt. On the second
approach attempt we saw the MALSR lighting at mins and landed. During this time period, several other
Company aircraft attempted the approach as well, resulting in go-arounds.

This is the second ‘real world’ ILS CAT Il SA approach that | have flown down to mins, the other being at LGA a
couple years ago. Both approaches have resulted in uncomfortable landing situations, for the airfield's runway
lighting system is not the normal ALSF-II used for such low visibility approaches — hence the SA in the title of
the approach. Regular, non-SA CAT Il approaches feature an ALSF-Il system, which provides the basic means to
transition from instrument flight to visual flight for landing. The MALSR lighting system installed at DAL,
especially during daylight, did not provide adequate visual cues to safely transition from a CAT Il instrument
approach to visual landing.



One of the principles of risk management is “accept no unnecessary risk.” Multiple aircraft that morning in
DAL executed an approach in IMC down to 100 ft.AGL with inadequate airport runway lighting, thinking they
had the mins to safely execute the approach. All of us had to execute a go-around at less than 100 ft. AGL, a
high-risk situation. With my experience in our simulators, | don't think the SIM models what we saw in these
CAT Il SA approaches.

Is the CAT Il SA approach really worth the risk? | would recommend an in-depth study of these approaches
through the lens of risk management. Would a study possibly recommend the elimination of these SA
approaches from our OpSpecs? Keep the CAT Il approaches to the runways equipped with the appropriate
lighting, ALSF-II, which would definitely increase safety and reduce risk?

SYNOPSIS

Air carrier Captain reported the MALSR lighting system at DAL, especially during daylight, does not provide
adequate visual cues for SA CAT Il instrument approaches. The flight crew, along with other aircraft in the
area, had to perform go-arounds for the same approach.



